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Keynote speaker

Dr. Paranjoy Guha Thakurta

Paranjoy Guha Thakurta’s professional career started in June 1977 as
a print journalist after he completed a Master’s degree in economics
from the University of Delhi. His work experience, spanning more than
four and a half decades, cuts across different mass media: the written
word, the spoken word and the audio-visual medium—printed
publications and websites, radio and podcasts, television, music videos
and documentary cinema. He is a writer, speaker, anchor, interviewer,
teacher, analyst/commentator, publisher, producer, director and
consultant. Much of his work is in three languages: English, Bengali (his mother tongue) and Hindi. His
main areas of interest are the working of the political economy in India and the world, and the mass
media. He has authored more than 30 books, directed/produced more than 25 long documentary
films/film series and several hundreds of short films/videos, including music videos. In particular, he
examines the allocation and pricing of natural resources, the working of crony capitalism and
oligarchies, and communications in India. He teaches and speaks on these subjects to students,
general audiences and also trains aspiring—and working—media professionals. He is (or has been) a
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visiting faculty member at reputed educational institutions including the Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) Ahmedabad (for 19 consecutive years), IIM Shillong (for five years) and [IM Calcutta
(for four years). He has taught courses on Media and Society, Economics, Politics, Ethics etc.

Context of the talk

India becoming independent and forming itself into a democracy is perhaps the single most important
political event in the second half of the 20" Century. Thereby, more than 340 million committed to an
institutional and constitutional democracy. Most experts, then, believed that the country would, with
its humongous diversity of language, culture, and religion, collapse. Its success was perhaps as much
due to the reality of its democracy; even if inclusion, the movement to similar civil codes, the
assurance of human rights, and nation-building were to be work in progress. The reality of centuries-
old caste, an anathema in any democratic society, had to be addressed. Significant movements
towards democratization of society and social institutions happened, and despite somewhat slower
growth than in East Asia, its political success was beyond doubt. The first challenge from the radical
left was overcome, and then from regions and from economic groups (especially farmers), as
expressed in the emergence of regional parties, and class-caste parties. Since the 90s, the challenge
of Hindutva and the idea of a Hindu Rashtra has come to the fore, which portends to have a deep
impact on political development.

The talk will be followed by discussions and Q&A facilitated by Profs. Sebastian Morris and Kingshuk
Sarkar.

Host

Prof. Ajit Parulekar is currently the Director of the Goa Institute of
Management (GIM) and is a Professor of Marketing in the Health Care
Management Programme. He holds a PhD in Marketing and has a Masters
in Marketing, Pharmacology & Health Economics. His areas of interest
include branding, access to healthcare, sustainable business models & the
future of learning.

He has led sustainability initiatives at the GIM and in the communities
around the Institute and founded an Incubation Centre funded by the
Govt. of India. He also spearheaded the establishment of the Health Care
Management Programme at the Institute in 2013.

Discussants

Prof. Sebastian Morris is Senior Professor and Chair of the Centre for
Public Policy and Governance at the Goa Institute of Management. He
retired from the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad after over
25 years of teaching, research and consultation. His principal interests
are the Indian economy, infrastructure development and regulation, the
public sector and governance, international trade and investments,
macroeconomics, and small industry. His recent books have been:
Macroeconomic Policy in India since the Global Financial Crisis - Trends,
Policies and Challenges in Economic Revival Post COVID, Springer Nature,
2022, Singapore, (ed.) The Difficulty of Being Gajendra Haldea -
Reflections on His Life and Legacy, 2023, Bloomsbury, and (ed.) The India Infrastructure Report 2023
— Urban Planning and Development, Bloomsbury, 2023.
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Prof. Kingshuk Sarkar is Associate Professor in the area of General
Management and Public Policy Area at the Goa Institute of Management.
He had earlier served as labour administrator for more than two decades
with the Govt. of West Bengal. His interests include labour & industrial
economics, development economics, business economics, labour
administration and labour laws, plantation economics and labour, labour
laws and labour administration, employment relations and informal
labour. In the past, he has worked as a faculty at the V.V. Giri National
Labour Institute, Noida specializing in labour laws and labour

administration. He has also worked as Assistant Professor in the National Institute of Rural
Development, Hyderabad, in connection with works related to BPL Census 2011.

Schedule

3.00 pm to 3.05 pm
3.05pmto03.10 pm
3.10 pmto 3.15 pm
3.15 pm to 4.05 pm
4.05 pm to 5.05 pm
5.05 pmto 5.15 pm

Welcome

Introductory remarks by Prof. Ajit Parulekar, Director, GIM
Introducing the Keynote Speaker (Prof. Kingshuk Sarkar)
Address by Dr. Paranjoy Guha Thakurta

Discussion and Q&A

Concluding remarks and vote of thanks

For any queries kindly contact:

Prof. Kingshuk Sarkar, Associate Professor, and Member, CPPG, GIM

Email: kingshuk@gim.ac.in

Contact no: +91 9007704524; +91 8322366942

Ms. Bernice de Souza, Senior Research Associate, CPPG, GIM

Email: bernice@gim.ac.in

Mb: +91 9923693329

Ms. Vividha Amonkar, Executive — Administration, CPPG, GIM

Email: vividha@gim.ac.in

Mb: +91 94052 01816
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